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Overview
• What are “AI Breakout Room Challenges”?
• Task 1: Gain entry to your Google Slides
• Task 2: Prompt AI to Help Students Complete Studies
• Task 3: Redesign a Task to Reduce AI Abuse
• Task 4: Use AI to Make a Challenging Text Accessible
• Bonus Round: Easy Canvas Quizzes from AI



This is an Interactive Session 
with Breakout Rooms and Google Slides

• You will be assigned to a breakout room team
• Each team will complete AI-related tasks on 

Google Slides, but you will not actually use AI
• For those watching the recording, consider trying 

the challenges yourself or with an AI partner!



Guidelines for Breakout Room Activity
1.Do not ask AI to complete these tasks. Collaborate with 

colleagues and generate your own ideas.
2.Maintain a spirit of inquiry and exploration. Welcome all 

ideas and keep going. Don't just stop once you have 1 or 
2 satisfactory ideas.

3.Share the airtime. Make sure that everyone in your 
group has the time and opportunity to contribute. 

4.If possible, please be ready to turn on your microphone 
and your camera too. (If you are only able to 
communicate by chat, that is ok too.) 

5.Multiple group members can access the Google Slides 
at the same time, and/or one member can share their 
screen and act as the scribe for the group.



Task 1: 
Getting Started in Your Breakout Room

1. Access the Google Slides (link coming soon)
2. Find your group’s section, according to your 

breakout room #
3. Add your names on your group’s first slide
4. Discuss the “This or That?” slide and put 

your group’s favorite choices in bold

LET’S TAKE A LOOK





Task 2:
Supporting Completion 
Through Prompt-Writing



How can AI help us help students 
finish their studies?





Some Approaches to Supporting Completion

• Make support services more visible
• Place students into credit-bearing courses
• Encourage students to earn at least 20 credits in their 

first year and pass core courses like English and math 
within two years

• Respond to "red flags" indicating a student is at risk of 
dropping out



How can we use AI to…



What are Some Ways of Making Support Services 
More Visible?

(please answer in the chat)



Next: Writing a prompt



Note: With a few words, we can get big 
results…

…. but are they good results for your students? 
How do you know?





Individualized 
tutoring

open.ai/
Ethan Mollick: 

https://openai.com/blog/teaching-with-ai 

Better prompts may yield more useful output



It’s about giving instructions. 
•Remember: Generative AI is designed to be 
interacted with as if it were a person
•We tend to get better results when we can 
clearly communicate what we want
•Good news: As teachers, giving instructions 
is what we do



What do good instructions look like?
(our thoughts, in the chat)



Some ways of making an effective prompt:

• Describe the topic and the context, in detail
• Give the AI a role (e.g., “You are an expert in ____.”)
• Give precise, concise instructions
• Give examples of what output you want
• Detail the (length, style, formatting, etc.) of the output
• Give relevant information or data to produce the output
• Repeat crucial parts of the instructions
• Also: Be iterative- create the best output over several exchanges
• Also: Give feedback when a response is not on target

From Abram Anders and Emily Dux Speltz: 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-
1vSeafxUIRJ9wr8CFqR8nGFG7ioAfnHx1kbWH756-dWXOvpwr9R_8PhhPk0QjT5pVM-
kLKobi0LM2200/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g2c8e2147926_0_802 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSeafxUIRJ9wr8CFqR8nGFG7ioAfnHx1kbWH756-dWXOvpwr9R_8PhhPk0QjT5pVM-kLKobi0LM2200/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g2c8e2147926_0_802
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSeafxUIRJ9wr8CFqR8nGFG7ioAfnHx1kbWH756-dWXOvpwr9R_8PhhPk0QjT5pVM-kLKobi0LM2200/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g2c8e2147926_0_802
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vSeafxUIRJ9wr8CFqR8nGFG7ioAfnHx1kbWH756-dWXOvpwr9R_8PhhPk0QjT5pVM-kLKobi0LM2200/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g2c8e2147926_0_802


Task 2:
Prompt-Writing Challenge

Let’s take a look…











Welcome Back!

In the chat: 
What do you like about your group’s prompt?



Is it always important to write prompts 
carefully?

•At the outset, many proclaimed that an essential 
and lucrative career of the future would be 
“prompt engineering”
•As AI improves, the need for carefully 
constructed prompts may be diminishing



Vibe Coding … Vibe Prompting

Start with a general prompt to get in the 
vicinity of what you want.

Next, improve your results by making 
more specific requests. 





The Case for Thinking Before Prompting

We often don't know what we think until we 
write. 

Carefully writing a prompt can help us clarify our 
thinking and set clear objectives. 



If we don’t establish what we want 
beforehand:

•We are at risk of accepting something that 
seems good enough without critically 
determining what actually suits our needs. 
•We are not using our own expertise and 
experience to the greatest advantage. 
•We might be more accepting of slop. 



Task 3: 
Sad LeBâc’s 

Dilemma
AI detectors 

indicate that many 
of the students in 
his advanced ESL 
class used AI to 
complete their 
assignments. 

What went wrong?



Professor Sad LeBâc’s Day 1 Homework 
Assignment

Homework: Write a 1,000-word essay on 'The Importance of 
Technology in Our Lives.’
1.Your essay must be submitted by tonight at 11:59pm.
2.Your essay should have perfect grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
3.Use advanced vocabulary and make your essay sound professional.
4.This is an individual project; do not collaborate with classmates or 

use outside assistance.
5.This essay will count as your first major assignment grade.
6.Make connections to this article and this article. 

1. What happened? Why did students seem to use AI so much? 
2. What advice would you give Professor LeBâc?



Some Strategies
• Reduce time pressure
• Increase transparency
• Break assignments 

down
• Provide rubric
• Provide examples

• Make it personal
• Get buy-in
• Process tracking 
• AI detector caution
• Offer AI guidance







The unpleasantness of thinking: A meta-analytic 
review of the association between mental effort 

and negative affect



With Great Possibility 
Comes Great Responsibility



•AI can support learning, 
but there are risks

•Students need guidance

•We can help



Easy Canvas Quizzes from AI

How can we leverage AI to 
enhance learning through 

assessments?



How to Learn

“Simply including one 
test… in a class yields a 
large improvement in final 
exam scores, and gains 
continue to increase as the 
frequency of classroom 
testing increases.” 

-p. 44

When we have more 
tests in a class, 

students learn more. 



Build and Import a Canvas Syllabus Quiz

• Use AI to generate a quiz that follows the formatting 
rules specified here:

https://www.nyit.edu/its/canvas_exam_converter 
• Paste the quiz into the site above. After you fix any 

issues with the content or formatting of the questions, 
you can create a QTI file

• Go to Canvas and “Import Existing Content” to import 
the QTI file

https://www.nyit.edu/its/canvas_exam_converter
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